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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections - 37 CFR 1. 75(a) 



The following is a quotation of 37 CFR 1 .75(a): 

The specification must conclude with a claim particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as his invention or discovery. 



2. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(a), as failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which application regards as his invention or discovery. 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "a first auxiliary roller is correspondent to said feeding 
roller" is unclear. However, it appears from the context of the claim when read in light of the 
specification that it should instead read "a first auxiliary roller that is correspondent to said 
feeding roller," and this will be assumed for examination purposes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fullerton et al. (US 5339 1 39 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Fullerton discloses a case having a containing space (see Figure; 
"platen portions 12a and 12b are preferably closely adjacent one another and in the same plane 
and utilize the same frame mounting and/or alignment system ." at column 8, line 54); a media 
feeder, mounted on upper side of said case for transferring said media (Figure, numeral 10: 
"document handler"); a data- fetching unit, mounted inside said containing space of said case for 
scanning said media (Figure, numeral 14: "raster input scanner"); and a flatbed glass, mounted 
on top of said data-fetching unit (Figure, numeral 12b: "platen portion"); an opening formed on 
said case for mounting said flatbed glass (see above); a side of said opening corresponding to 
feeding path of said media feeder is lower than surface of said flatbed glass with a predetermined . 
distance so that when said media transferred by said feeder along said media feeder path, said 
media smoothly moves on said flatbed glass and passes through said side of said opening (see 
Figure, numeral 52: "baffle lip"; "This provides a space or groove extending below the upper 
surface of the platen portion 12b into which a baffle lip or catch 52 may be desirably placed. 
That is, the baffle lip 52 extends below the upper surface of the platen portion 12b over which 
documents are being fed." at column 14, line 59). 

Regarding claim 2, Fullerton discloses a feeding roller for feeding the media (Figure, 
numeral 37: "feed roller"). 
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Regarding claim 4, Fullerton discloses that one side of the media feeder comprises a 
guide adjacent to the feeding roller for guiding the media moving (see Figure, guide adjacent to 
feed roller 37 is shown but not numbered). 

Regarding claim 5, Fullerton discloses that the guide adjacent to the feeding roller is a 
curvy path (Figure, numeral 25 "document path" is a curvy path; further, if CVT roller 46 is 
considered to be the feeding roller, the document path immediately adjacent to roller 46 is 
curved). 

Regarding claim 6, Fullerton discloses that the guide comprises a first auxiliary roller 
that is correspondent to the feeding roller for feeding the media (Figure, numeral 38: "undriven 
retard roll"). 

Regarding claim 8, Fullerton discloses that the media feeder comprises an ejecting roller 
corresponding to the feeding roller for transferring the media (Figure, numeral 50: "exit roll"). 

Regarding claim 10, Fullerton discloses that the case comprises a second auxiliary roller 
corresponding to the ejecting roller for ejecting the media (see Figure, undriven roller adjacent to 
exit roll 50). 

Regarding claim 12, Fullerton discloses that the case is formed with a curvy path 
adjacent to said ejecting roller. (Figure, numeral 25 "document path" is a curvy path; further, if 
CVT roller 48 is considered to be the ejecting roller, the document path immediately adjacent to 
roller 48 is curved). 

Regarding claim 13, Fullerton discloses that the media feeder comprises a motor for 
driving said media feeder (Figure, numerals Ml and M2: "motors"). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 7, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fullerton et al. 

Regarding claim 3, Fullerton does not disclose that the feeding roller is covered with a 
rubber layer for a higher friction to the media. 

However, Fullerton discloses that the imaging station roller (Figure, numeral 47) is 
covered with a rubber layer ("the roller 47 may be provided with slightly larger diameter 
frictional drive surfaces centrally thereof, as by thin elastomer bands, centrally located, around 
the roller 47." at column 1 1, line 65). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to cover the feed roller with the same rubber layer used to cover the imaging station roller, 
so that the feed roller can also provide non-slip document feeding ("where the roller 47 must 
provide non-slip document feeding, the roller 47 may be provided with slightly larger diameter 
frictional drive surfaces centrally thereof, as by thin elastomer bands" at column 11, line 64). 

Regarding claim 7, Fullerton does not disclose that the first auxiliary roller is covered 
with a rubber layer for a higher friction to the media. (Fullerton does disclose that the surface of 
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this auxiliary roller should present high friction: "Whenever two or more sheets are in the retard 
nip between the rolls 37 and 38, the wound-up return spring 39 force is strong enough to 
overcome the (lesser) friction between the plural sheets" at column 10, line 33) 

However, Fullerton discloses that the imaging station roller is covered with a rubber layer 
as shown above. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to cover the auxiliary roller with the same rubber layer used to cover the imaging station 
roller, to increase the friction presented by the surface of the auxiliary roller, thus increasing the 
efficiency of the page separation performed by the auxiliary roller ("strong enough to overcome 
the (lesser) friction between the plural sheets in the nip, to push back upstream the underlying 
sheets, providing improved separation" at column 10, line 36). 

Regarding claim 9, Fullerton does not disclose that the ejecting roller is covered with a 
rubber layer for a higher friction to the media. 

However, Fullerton discloses that the imaging station roller is covered with a rubber layer 
as shown above. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to cover the ejecting roller with the same rubber layer used to cover the imaging station 
roller, so that the ejecting roller can also provide non-slip document feeding (see grounds for 
rejection for claim 3). 
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Regarding claim 11, Fullerton does not disclose that the second auxiliary roller is 
covered with a rubber layer for a higher friction to the media. 

However, Fullerton discloses that the imaging station roller is covered with a rubber layer 
as shown above. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to cover the second auxiliary roller with the same rubber layer used to cover the imaging 
station roller, so that the second auxiliary roller can also provide non-slip document feeding (see 
grounds for rejection for claim 3). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan K. Tyler whose telephone number is 571-270-1584. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Werner can be reached on 571-272-7401. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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